
5th Grade Summer Reading List 2021

Incoming Rising 5th Graders,
As you enjoy your summer, here are some books that you can choose from. When
you return to school, you will need to have read two of the following books from
the choices below to complete two projects from the choice board of your selected
books. Assignments must be turned in the first week of school.

Choose 2 of the following:

Matilda
by Roald Dahl, Quentin Blake (illus.)
Matilda Wormwood started reading books at the age of four, but her crooked father and
bingo-playing mother regard book reading as a waste of time -- and much prefer watching TV. In
fact, they take no notice of their genius daughter at all! Only Miss Honey, Matilda's lovely and gentle
teacher, recognizes her special gifts. Yet Miss Honey has problems of her own: Her aunt is the
tyrannical Miss Trunchbull, an evil headmistress who bullies children and parents alike -- and has
taken Miss Honey's house and money. Can Matilda use her extraordinary talents to seek revenge --
and make all of the wrong-doing grown-ups pay?

Island of the Blue Dolphins by: Scott O'Dell - (Yearling, 1971) 192 pages. The
Newbery Medal winner for 1961, this book could be seen as a precursor to Gary Paulsen’s Hatchet (see
below). Karana is a 12-year-old Native American who refuses to abandon her 6-year-old brother when her
island, Ghalas-at (off the Southern California coast) is evacuated. Shortly thereafter, he tragically dies
after being attacked by wild dogs, and Karana begins her solitary wait for a ship to come for her. She
waits 18 years. Karana survives by foraging, fishing in the ocean, defending herself from wild dogs and



elephant seals, and hiding from the Aleut tribe. Told from her point of view, we share the details of her
day-to-day life, watch the days turn into years, and wait for the ship to carry her off her lonely island.
O’Dell based this novel on an actual historical figure, known as The Lost Woman of San Nicolas, who
lived on the island from 1835- 1853. Perfect for: Kids who like historical fiction. Find Island of the Blue
Dolphins at your local library.

On the Wings of Heroes by: Richard Peck - (Dial Books, 2007) 148 pages. This book is
a funny, poignant book about life on the home front during World War II. There is some violence: a father
is knocked out with a wrench, a girl’s hand is caught in a rat trap, and an old lady likes to tell tales of
gruesome injuries. Families can talk about the differences between life then and now. What aspects of
Davy’s life sound similar to your own? Which are completely different? Does it sound like it was fun to
grow up then? Is it more fun now? What else have you seen and read about World War II? Perfect for:
Kids who like historical fiction. Find On the Wings of Heroes at your local library.

Ella Enchanted

by Gail Carson Levine

At birth, Ella is inadvertently cursed by an imprudent young fairy named Lucinda, who bestows on her the
"gift" of obedience. Anything anyone tells her to do, Ella must obey. Another girl might have been cowed by
this affliction, but not feisty Ella: "Instead of making me docile, Lucinda's curse made a rebel of me. Or
perhaps I was that way naturally." When her beloved mother dies, leaving her in the care of a mostly absent
and avaricious father, and later, a loathsome stepmother and two treacherous stepsisters, Ella's life and
well-being seem to be in grave peril. But her intelligence and saucy nature keep her in good stead as she sets
out on a quest for freedom and self-discovery as she tries to track down Lucinda to undo the curse, fending off
ogres, befriending elves, and falling in love with a prince along the way. Yes, there is a pumpkin coach, a glass
slipper, and a happily ever after, but this is the most remarkable, delightful, and profound version of Cinderella
you'll ever read.

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/13677.Gail_Carson_Levine


Hoot
by Carl Hiaasen (Goodreads Author)
3.82  ·   Rating details ·  99,920 ratings  ·  5,049 reviews
Unfortunately, Roy's first acquaintance in Florida is Dana Matherson, a well-known bully. Then again, if Dana
hadn't been sinking his thumbs into Roy's temples and mashing his face against the school-bus window, Roy
might never have spotted the running boy. And the running boy is intriguing: he was running away from the
school bus, carried no books, and-here's the odd part-wore no shoes. Sensing a mystery, Roy sets himself on
the boy's trail. The chase introduces him to potty-trained alligators, a fake-fart champion, some burrowing
owls, a renegade eco-avenger, and several extremely poisonous snakes with unnaturally sparkling tails.Roy has
most definitely arrived in Carl Hiaasen's Florida

Becoming Naomi Leon by: Pam Munoz Ryan - (Scholastic, 2004) 272 pages.
Naomi Leon Outlaw is many things: a great sister, a kind granddaughter, and an excellent soap carver, but
she is having a harder time just being Naomi. Her journey to find her own true voice and reconnect with
her father takes her from a trailer park in Lemon Tree, California, to a radish-carving festival in Oaxaca,
Mexico. Perfect for: Kids who have changed as they’ve grown up. Find Becoming Naomi Leon at your
local library.

The Tale of Despereaux
by Kate DiCamillo

Welcome to the story of Despereaux Tilling, a mouse who is in love with music, stories, and a princess

named Pea. It is also the story of a rat called Roscuro, who lives in the darkness and covets a world filled

with light. And it is the story of Miggery Sow, a slow-witted serving girl who harbors a simple,

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/13663.Kate_DiCamillo


impossible wish. These three characters are about to embark on a journey that will lead them down into a

horrible dungeon, up into a glittering castle, and, ultimately, into each other's lives. What happens then?

As Kate DiCamillo would say: Reader, it is your destiny to find out

The Lightning Thief

(Percy Jackson and the Olympians #1)
by Rick Riordan

Percy Jackson is a good kid, but he can't seem to focus on his schoolwork or control his temper. And

lately, being away at boarding school is only getting worse - Percy could have sworn his pre-algebra

teacher turned into a monster and tried to kill him. When Percy's mom finds out, she knows it's time that

he knew the truth about where he came from, and that he go to the one place he'll be safe. She sends Percy

to Camp Half Blood, a summer camp for demigods (on Long Island), where he learns that the father he

never knew is Poseidon, God of the Sea. Soon a mystery unfolds and together with his friends—one a

satyr and the other the demigod daughter of Athena - Percy sets out on a quest across the United States to

reach the gates of the Underworld (located in a recording studio in Hollywood) and prevent a catastrophic

war between the gods.

The Watsons Go to Birmingham - 1963
by Christopher Paul Curtis

The Newbery Honor-winning American classic, The Watsons Go to Birmingham--1963 , celebrates 20

years with this anniversary edition featuring a special letter from Christopher Paul Curtis and an

introduction by noted educator Dr. Pauletta Bracy.

https://www.goodreads.com/series/40736-percy-jackson-and-the-olympians
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/15872.Rick_Riordan
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/6846.Christopher_Paul_Curtis


Enter the hilarious world of ten-year-old Kenny and his family, the Weird Watsons of Flint, Michigan.

There's Momma, Dad, little sister Joetta, and brother Byron, who's thirteen and an "official juvenile

delinquent." When Momma and Dad decide it's time for a visit to Grandma, Dad comes home with the

amazing Ultra-Glide, and the Watsons set out on a trip like no other. They're heading South to

Birmingham, Alabama, toward one of the darkest moments in America's history.

The Grapes of Math by: Gregory Tang, illustrated by: Harry Briggs - (Scholastic,
2001) 40 pages. Parents and teachers alike, if you want a fun and innovative way to motivate your math
students, this book is for you! Tang cleverly teaches problem solving through the use of mind-stretching
riddles. Don’t expect the ordinary with this book. Children are taught to look for patterns and solve
problems in unexpected ways. In fact, your child will be so engrossed that he won’t even realize the
educational value of this book. Perfect for: Kids who like numbers. Find The Grapes of Math at your local
library.

Sir Cumference and the First Round Table: A Math Adventure by: Cindy
Neuschwander, illustrated by: Wayne Geehan - (Charlesbridge Publishing, 1997) 32 pages. This book is
the perfect read-aloud to introduce the concepts of circumference, diameter and radius. Students will be
exposed to many other geometric shapes as well. Children of all ages will enjoy this mathematical
adventure. Sir Circumference and his Knight work to solve a mathematical dilemma. What would be the
best-shaped table for Sir Circumference to gather his knights? Will it be a square, rectangle, parallelogram
or circle? You must read to find out. Perfect for: Kids who like numbers.


