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San Antonio joins with Pope Francis’ call to “24 Hours for the Lord” with non-
stop confessions and prayer before Blessed Sacrament. 

Archbishop Gustavo García-Siller has announced an extraordinary moment of prayer, forgiveness, and 
reparation when 24-hours of confessions will be heard non-stop at San Antonio’s San Francesco di Paola 
Church beginning Saturday, March 29th.  This special day is being held in response to Pope Francis’ call 
for the Church throughout the world to observe a 24-hour vigil he has called “24 Hours for the Lord”.  
Making his announcement, Archbishop Gustavo said, “With love and respect I invite all those who seek 
God’s mercy to come to the sacrament of confession.  I promise you will be received with the joy that 
comes when our hearts are freed from the heavy weight of sin.  I also pray that these 24 hours will be a 
time when we can forgive those in our lives who have wounded us and make reparation with those we 
have hurt.”  Confessions will be heard non-stop beginning at 6:30 p.m. and will continue through 
Sunday, March 30th at 6:30 p.m.  
 
 Making the announcement this past Sunday, Pope Francis said, “Lent is the appropriate time to look 
inside, to bring out our true spiritual needs, and ask for the Lord’s help in prayer.”  In addition to non-
stop confession, the faithful is invited to spend time praying before the Blessed Sacrament.  The 
Archbishop extends this invitation to all Catholics to “Celebrate this opportunity to gain the peace and 
reconciliation that comes through a personal encounter with Jesus Christ in this sacrament of mercy and 
love.”  
  
Members of the Knights of Columbus will be present throughout the “24 Hours for the Lord” to assist all 
visitors.  San Francesco di Paola is located at 205 Piazza Italia, San Antonio, Texas 78207.   

Due to the solemn and personal nature of confession, media will not have access to the interior of the 
church or persons having gone to confession during this time.  In order to facilitate media coverage and 
satisfy the public interest in this uncommon event, Archbishop Gustavo García-Siller will meet with the 
media outside the church Sunday morning at 11 a.m. for an interview opportunity.   
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